Photosensitivity diseases: cutaneous lupus erythematosus.
Ultraviolet radiation plays an important role in the induction of lesions in many patients with cutaneous lupus. In the photosensitive subset of lupus, subacute cutaneous lupus, the effects of ultraviolet radiation likely act in concert with specific autoantibodies, particularly anti-Ro-related autoantibodies, to produce lesions. Potential effects of ultraviolet radiation on the induction of cutaneous lupus, and the potential interplay of specific autoantibodies with ultraviolet radiation are discussed. The steps involved in the induction of cutaneous lupus lesions by ultraviolet radiation have not been fully elucidated. Recent advances in phototesting and analysis of the genetics of lupus should clarify the events leading to photosensitive cutaneous lupus lesions.